The Causes of the Cross (Mark 15:42-47) 
Proposition: For every child of God, Joseph of Arimathaea best 
exemplifies the transforming power of the reality of the Cross. I want 
you to see several things the cross caused in the life of Joseph of 
Arimathaea. 

The Cross Caused him to: 

I. Step Out for Christ (Vs. 42-43) 

A. He Stepped Out of Favor with the World (Vs. 43a) 

B. He Stepped Out on Faith in God (Vs. 43b) 

C. He Stepped Out in Fidelity to Christ (Vs. 43c) 

II. Speak Up for Christ (Vs. 43c-45) 

A. He Spoke Up despite the Dangers (Vs. 43c) 

B. He Spoke Up despite the Despair (Vs. 44-45) 

III. Spare Not for Christ (Vs. 46) 

A. He Spared Not in the Cost (Vs. 46a,c) 

B. He Spared Not in the Care (Vs. 46b) 

c. He Spared Not in the Conserving (Vs. 46d) 

IV. Stand Down for Christ (Vs. 47) 

A. He Stood Down before his Status (Vs. 43a, 47) 

B. He Stood Down before the Sepulcher (Vs. 47) 
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1) ...lives for Him. Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me. It is may desire that as 
we see the impact of the Cross of Jesus on Joseph of 
Arimathaea, that we to would see Calvary afresh and be 
renewed and revived by it. You see for every child of God, 
Joseph of Arimathaea best exemplifies the transforming power 
of the reality of the Cross. I want you to see several things the 
cross caused in the life of Joseph of Arimathaea. 

2) ...Sanhedrin. John 19 tells us that he was a secret follower of 
Jesus for fear of the Jews. But the bold steps that took him into 
Pilots presence marked a path away from the fear of what the 
world thinks. All this after seeing the cross! It's 'bout time we 
took a path decidedly away from the world instead of along side 
of it! 

3) ... Joseph of Arimathaea out of sheer love and admiration for 
the Lord pleaded for His remains. How long has it been since 
you have done or said anything purely for the Love you have for 
the Lord Jesus. 


1) ...that can be got, not with that which can be got at the best 
hand." Many of us are left over Christian's. We give Him the left 
over of our time, our talents, our treasures. But for the one that 
has seen the Cross afresh: They are willing to give their best to 
the One who gave His all! 


2) ...gently laying it in a tomb. Oh the care that he took when it 
came to the crucified one. What of us? What care do we take 
when we come upon the house of God to worship? What heart 
preparation do we seek when we come before him in prayer. 
John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepetf, 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him. Keepth! Guards! 
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1) ...have you gone sparingly when it comes to the conserving and 
preserving the presence of Jesus in your life. Do you hap 
hazzardly leave the door of your heart open for lusts and and 
hatred and come in an begin to rip and tear at your walk with 
the Lord? Take steps to preserve your relationship with the Lord. 

2) ...down before the crucified Christ. 


3) Philippians 3:7-10 But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith: That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; 


4) ...at the Sepulcher. The ground is level at the food of the cross. 

5) ...seen Jesus, he had felt His attraction but had gone no further. 
But when he saw Him die, his heart was broken in love....it is an 
amazing thing how soon Jesus words came true: John 12:32 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 




